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From the chair...   

 

As I write to you from my makeshift home office (read as -at the kitchen table with intermittent 

Wi-Fi connection, constantly needing to update my remote access password and no-one to chat to 

whilst making coffee) with my ready to go home visiting PPE equipment snuggled next to my 

work bag- life feels a little different.  

 

But somethings have definitely not changed, APPM is full steam ahead.  Our new clinical guide-

lines group has started work on our first three topics and we hope to share drafts of our work by 

summer 2021. The Standard Operating Procedure for ‘Children and Young People with palliative 

and end of life care needs who are cared for in a community setting during the COVID-19 pan-

demic’ has now been published (here). The clinical guideline for each nation is available on our 

website (here). 

 

With money flowing from the Treasury to the NHS to support the pandemic we hope many hos-

pices have received some of this funding through the use of a twice daily occupancy tracker. I un-

derstand this funding has now finished but the occupancy tracker may continue. I hope it has tied 

hospices over this very difficult time. The match funding for paediatric palliative care services for 

2020/2021 period has been delayed and NHSE will look to announce the funding allocation in Oc-

tober. We watch this space. 

 

As you all know, our annual study day was cancelled. We hopefully booked a new date for June 

but in light of recent events we have decided to postpone further until November 2021. There has 

been some discussion about other educational sessions, we will let you know if these discussions 

are realised. 

 

We were overwhelmed by the undergraduate submissions for our ‘What does Paediatric Palliative 

care mean to me’ essay competition. The essay competition was developed to raise awareness of 

paediatric palliative care at undergraduate level. The winning entries will be published on our 

website and in the next newsletter. The overall winner will receive a book from Oxford University 

Press and attend our next study day.  

 

As always, I love to hear from you with your thoughts and ideas. Warm wishes to you all. 

 

 

  

APPM e-bulletin 
Autumn update 

Please follow us on Twitter: 
@theAPPMuk 
 

Anna-Karenia (AK) Anderson 

Chair 

 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2020/06/C0021-sop-cyp-with-palliative-and-end-of-life-care-needs.pdf
https://www.appm.org.uk/guidelines-resources/covid-19-clinical-guidance/
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Can anyone recommend a pharmacist? 

“ATTENTION ALL APPM MEMBERS! We are on the 

hunt for more Pharmacists to support our network with 

the identification and development of medicines  

optimisation priorities in paediatric palliative care. This 

is a call out to all our APPM members who have close 

links with either a specialist paediatric pharmacist or a 

pharmacist in their organisation with special interest in 

paediatric palliative care…. Please encourage them to 

get in touch for this unique opportunity to collaborate 

on a national level. We’re looking forward to hearing 

from you soon. My contact details are:  

Email: nirusha.govender@nhs.net Work Mobile: 

07773479891” 

Helen and Lesley are looking to explore what APPM nurse members are wanting 
from their current membership. We will be sending out a short survey monkey to 

gauge thoughts and feedback in order to look at how we as executive members can 
represent nurses working in paediatric palliative care. In the meantime, if you have 

any questions please don’t hesitate to get in touch with either via  
e mail Lesley.fellows@clairehouse.org.uk or Helen.Queen@nhs.net 

mailto:Lesley.fellows@clairehouse.org.uk
mailto:Helen.Queen@nhs.net
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Invitation to Join the Together for Short Lives & APPM 

Joint Research Group  
 

 

The Joint Research Group was established in 2011 and is a multi-disciplinary group which 

aims to support Together for Short Lives and APPM in their work to develop a culture of 

research and build research capacity across the children’s palliative care sector.   

 

The objective of the group is to advance the science of children’s palliative care in order 

to: 

 

1. Make it easier to carry out children’s palliative care research, specifically support-

ing children’s hospices to become research ready. 

2. Improve the quality and range of children’s palliative care research.  

3. Support translation of research into practice.  

 

The full Terms of Reference are included below.  

 

We have recently carried out a review of the group and would like to invite applications 

from experienced, multi-disciplinary professionals from any field who will be able to 
provide expertise and advice to support the direction of research in children’s pallia-
tive care and the embedding of research into practice. 
 

If you would be interested in applying to join the Group please send a short CV (maximum 

1 side of A4) setting out your clinical and/or research experience and submit to  

lizzie.chambers@togetherforshortlives.org.uk 

 

 

The deadline for applications is end of October. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Association for 
Paediatric  
Palliative  
Medicine 
 

mailto:lizzie.chambers@togetherforshortlives.org.uk
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Time for change webinars 
 

Together for Short Lives is proud to present a 
short series of webinars based on some of 
the key sessions that were due to take place 
at our cancelled 2020 conference Time for 
change? A new vision for children’s palliative 
care. Sign up for free on the TfSL website: 

  
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/changing-lives/sharing-
learning-networking/professional-events/ 

15th October 2020:  Learning from crisis  

24th November 2020: What is children’s palliative care and who is it for?  

4th December 2020: Just because we can…? 
 
 
 

 

Cancelled event in April 2020 – now online for sessions from 25
th
 September 

2020 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news-events/rcpch-conference 

Was due to be held in November 2020 – now 

rearranged for 

November 2021 in Birmingham 

***date to be confirmed*** 

 

https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/changing-lives/sharing-learning-networking/professional-events/
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/changing-lives/sharing-learning-networking/professional-events/
https://www.togetherforshortlives.org.uk/professional_event/time-for-change-webinar-learning-from-crisis/
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news-events/rcpch-conference
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The Martin House Research Centre 
2nd Biennial Research Conference 

16th April 2021 
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Paediatric Palliative Medicine Education Network 
 

We are really excited to share with you details of our new Paediatric Palliative 

Medicine Education Network community in collaboration with CHAS Project Echo. 

Children’s Hospices Across Scotland better known as CHAS has partnered with 

Project ECHO (Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes). ECHO is a FREE 

collaborative model of clinical education and care management. 

 

In collaboration with Dr Diana McIntosh, Dr Jonathan Downie and the wider Royal 

Hospital Children Glasgow Supportive and Palliative Care team we have developed 

a programme of educational sessions or 'clinics' which we hope you will find helpful. 

 

The Term 1 programme has been created with the needs of GRID trainees, paediatric 

consultants and nurse practitioners in mind and the clinics educational component 

will complement The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health Progress 

Paediatric Palliative Medicine Curriculums for both GRID and SPIN training. 

  

Clinics are at 3pm on the last Thursday of the month. Term 1 confirmed presenters 

are: 

  

Thursday 29 October 2020 

Management of malignant pleural effusions 

Dr Jenny Ferguson, Clinical Fellow in Adult Respiratory Medicine, Glasgow 

  

Thursday 26 November 2020 

Ethics, conflict and treatment decisions 

Professor Dominic Wilkinson, Consultant Neonatologist and Director of Medical 

Ethics, 

University of Oxford 

  

Thursday 28 January 2021 

Anaesthetic adjuncts to pain 

Dr Helen Laycock, Paediatric Anaesthetic/Pain Fellow, GOSH. 

 

Clinics will also use anonymised clinical case presentations which will provide an 

opportunity to seek advice or support from the other specialists within the clinic. 

 

If you are interested in joining ECHO please email projectecho@chas.org.uk who 

will be able to send you a registration form and details of how to access the teaching 

sessions. Or alternatively if you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact 

the APPM trainee representatives Sophie and Laura using trainee@appm.org.uk. 

Please feel free to circulate details of the teaching within your teams. 

 

mailto:projectecho@chas.org.uk
mailto:trainee@appm.org.uk
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Organ Donation Survey 
 

'Dear Colleague, 

We are writing on behalf of a group of clinicians from the UCLH Children and Young People's 

Cancer Service and the Paediatric Palliative Care Team at The Royal Marsden Hospital. We 

are asking for your contribution to a study exploring the need for educational tools or 

training around organ and tissue donation for those working with children and young people 

treated for cancer. 

Although the scope for donation in patients with malignancy is small, organ and tissue 

donation (such as corneas, heart valves) may be possible for some patients. We would like to 

assess the current understanding of clinicians in Paediatric Oncology, Paediatric Intensive 

Care and Paediatric Palliative Medicine working with patients aged 0-18 years who have been 

diagnosed with any malignancy, to identify a need for training in this area. 

We would be grateful if you could take 10 minutes to complete this short survey. Please note, 

the survey intentionally includes those clinicians working with patients who would be 

ineligible for organ or tissue donation, as conversations regarding this topic may still arise 

and therefore demonstrate a training need. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7TFTFRS 

Thank you for your participation.' 

  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7TFTFRS
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Do get in touch with feedback or if there are any 
meetings/conferences you would like us to spread the word about: 

Email: newsletter@appm.org.uk 

And finally, if you haven’t already, take the opportunity to check out 

our website: www.appm.org.uk: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.appm.org.uk/

